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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 . Claims 2 and 20 recites the limitation " the group" in the third line of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

2. The term "INIT" in claim 4 is a relative term, which renders the claim indefinite. 
The term "INIT" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a 
standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would 
not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. The term INIT appears to be 
an acronym for an item yet to be determined. The Examiner will assign the term "initial" 
as in predetermined initial (INIT) values. 

Claim 24 recites the limitation "the inkjet cartridge data" in fourth line of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leon U.S. Patent 6,424,954 [Leon], and further in view of Vu et al. U.S. Patent 
6,557,1 04[Vu]. 

5. 

As per claims 1 and 18: 
Leon discloses: 

a mailing machine including a controller, a security module connected to said 
controller, and a non-removable program memory operationally connected to said 
security module and configured to store an initialization program; Col. 13-14, lines 1-67. 

wherein said security module is programmed to check whether authorization is 
present and for preventing an initialization of said mailing machine without authorization. 
Col. 15, lines 3-15. 

Leon discloses the claimed invention except for a removable authorization device 
to be operationally connected to said mailing machine and configured to be interrogated 
by said mailing machine. However, Leon does disclose an input element that is coupled 
to an input circuit for initiating an action. Col. 37, lines 46-67. 

Vu teaches that it is known in the art to provide a removable authorization device 
to be operationally connected to said mailing machine and configured to be interrogated 
by said mailing machine. Col. 4, lines 20-50. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the input element of Leon with a removable authorization 
device to be operationally connected to said mailing machine and configured to be 
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interrogated by said mailing machine of Vu, in order to provide flexibility in the use of the 
mailing machine. 

As per claim 2: 

Leon further discloses: 

wherein said authorization device is indirectly connected to said mailing machine 
via a data source selected from the group consisting of a personal computer, a laptop, 
and a remote data center. Col. 4-5, lines 1-67. 

As per claim 3: 

Leon further discloses: 

wherein said authorization device is directly connected to said mailing machine. 
Col. 4-5, lines 1-67. 

As per claim 4: 
Leon further discloses: 

wherein said mailing machine is a franking machine having a meter with a user 
interface, for a data input of predetermined INIT values, and a postal security device 
configured to check an authorization of the data input. Col. 4-5, lines 1-67. 
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As per claim 5: 

Leon further discloses: 

wherein said franking machine has a base with a first interface for attachment of 
said data source containing initialization data for said mailing machine, and a second 
interface for attachment of said authorization device. Fig. 2A. 

As per claim 6: 

Leon discloses the claimed invention except for wherein said authorization 
device is a dongle. However, Leon does teach about data link interfaces. Col. 37, lines 
48-60. Vu teaches that it is known in the art to provide data link interfaces wherein said 
authorization device is a dongle. Col. 2, lines 62-67. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the data link interfaces of Leon with the said 
authorization device as a dongle of Vu, in order to provide flexibility in the use of the 
related equipment. 

As per claim 7: 

Leon further discloses: 

wherein said data source contains initialization data for said mailing machine and 
is configured to be attached to said first interface of said base of said mailing machine, 
and wherein said authorization device is a chip card and a chip card reader is 
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operatively connected to said meter via a further internal interface and arranged to be 
integrated into said base. Col. 44-45, lines 1-67. 

As per claim 8: 

Leon further discloses: 

wherein said first and second interfaces are serial interfaces. Col. 7, lines 32-42. 

As per claim 9: 

Leon further discloses: 

wherein said interface is a serial interface. Col. 7, lines 32-42. 

As per claim 10: 
Leon further discloses: 

wherein said first interface of said base of said mailing machine is configured for 
attachment of said data source, said authorization device is connected to said data 
source via a parallel interface, said data source is a computer and is coupled via a 
serial interface of said mailing machine, and wherein a chip card reader is integrated 
and operatively connected to said meter via an interface of said meter. Col. 24, 
lines 45-67. 
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As per claim 11: 

Leon discloses the claimed invention except for wherein said mailing machine is 
a franking machine with a meter and a chip card reader integrated in said meter and 
coupled to a parallel bus of said meter via an interface and wherein said authorization 
device is a chip card. 

However, Leon does disclose an input element that is coupled to an input circuit 
for initiating an action. Col. 37, lines 46-67. 

Vu teaches that it is known in the art to provide wherein said mailing machine is a 
franking machine with a meter and a chip card reader integrated in said meter and 
coupled to a parallel bus of said meter via an interface and wherein said authorization 
device is a chip card. Col. 4, lines 20-50. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the input element of Leon with wherein said mailing 
machine is a franking machine with a meter and a chip card reader integrated in said 
meter and coupled to a parallel bus of said meter via an interface and wherein said 
authorization device is a chip card of Vu, in order to provide flexibility in the use of the 
mailing machine. 
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As per claim 12: 
Leon further discloses: 

wherein said mailing machine is a set of scales, and wherein a chip card reader 
is integrated into said scales and coupled via an interface of said scales, and wherein 
said authorization device is a chip card. Col. 1-2, lines 1-67. 

As per claim 13: 
Leon further discloses: 

wherein said mailing machine has a modem and a modem interface for loading 
they're through the initialization data or values, Col. 42, lines 57-65 

Leon discloses the claimed invention except for wherein said authorization 
device is an insert able chip card, for authorizing at least that part of the INIT data or 
values which are loaded into said mailing machine from a data source via said modem 
interface. 

However, Leon does disclose an input element that is coupled to an input circuit 
for initiating an action. Col. 37, lines 46-67. 

Vu teaches that it is known in the art to provide wherein said authorization device 
is an insert able chip card, for authorizing at least that part of the INIT data or values 
which are loaded into said mailing machine from a data source via said modem 
interface. Col. 4, lines 20-50. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the input element of Leon with a wherein said 
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authorization device is an insert able chip card, for authorizing at least that part of the 
INIT data or values which are loaded into said mailing machine from a data source via 
said modem interface of Vu, in order to provide flexibility in the use of the mailing 
machine. 

As per claim 14: 
Leon further discloses: 

wherein said mailing machine is a franking machine having at least one program 
memory with an initialization program and a postal security module, for checking the 
authorization before and during the initialization, and wherein said postal security 
module is configured for loading initialization data. Col. 69-79, lines 1-67. 

As per claim 15: 
Leon further discloses: 

wherein a checking of the authorization before and during the initialization is 
performed on the basis of a unique authorization number, input via a dongle or a chip 
card and wherein the authorization is given if the unique authorization number input into 
the mailing machine has a predetermined relationship with a number stored in said 
postal security module. Col. 75-76, lines 1-67. 
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As per claim 16: 
Leon further discloses: 

which comprises a program memory at least partly storing the initialization 
program, said program memory forming a component part of said security module, and 
including a separate program memory operatively in connection with said security 
module and storing another part of the initialization program. Col. 44-45, lines 1-67. 

As per claim 17: 
Leon further discloses: 

wherein the other part of the initialization program is for initialization data stored 
in a non-volatile manner externally of the security module. Fig. 2A 

As per claim 19: 
Leon further discloses: 

switching a franking machine into the initialization mode and establishing a 
connection to a data source; Col. 12, lines 5-45. 

authorizing initialization with an authorization device; 

inputting a battery date BAT.DATE.SAD of a battery of the security module, a 
telephone number of the teleporting data center TDC of the destination country and a 
postage call-up number PAN; Col. 23, lines 49-60. 
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transmitting a serial number SAD-SN of the security module to the teleporting 
data center TDC of the country, to initialize a comparison of the serial number SAD-SN 
sent with a stored serial number, and to generate a notification; Col. 22, lines 5-43. 

receiving the notification sent by the teleporting data center TDC in the franking 
machine and loading codes DES-Keys for credit recharging into the security module 
SAD; Col. 44, lines 5-20. 

terminating the initialization and canceling the authorization by removing the 
authorization device. Col. 73-74, lines 1-67. 

As per claim 20: 
Leon further discloses: 

wherein the establishing step comprises connecting via a transmission device 
selected from the group consisting of a modem, a laptop, and a PC interface. Col. 5, 
lines 1-11. 

As per claim 21: 

Leon further discloses: 
which comprises switching into the initialization mode at the goods receiving location in 
the destination country as a result of activating a means of activating a user interface 
and establishing a connection to a data source via a transmission device selected from 
the group consisting of a modem, a laptop, and a PC interface. Col. 5, lines 1-11. 
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As per claim 22: 
Leon further discloses: 

wherein the notification sent by the telepostage data center TDC includes a code 
MAC-Key for a security imprint, which is received by the franking machine and loaded 
into the security module SAD. Col. 22, lines 5-43. 

As per claim 23: 
Leon further discloses: 

wherein the codes DESKeys for credit recharging include the sub codes Key(0), 
Key(i), Kvar and are loaded into the security module SAD. Col. 44, lines 5-20. 

As per claim 24: 
Leon further discloses: 

wherein the notification sent by the telepostage data center TDC includes extra 
data stored in a non-volatile memory externally of the security module. Col. 5, lines 1- 
67. 

Leon does not expressly show including the inkjet cartridge data. 

However this differences are only found in the nonfunctional descriptive material 
and are not functionally involved in the steps recited. The notification sent by the TDC 
steps would be performed the same regardless of the data. Thus, this descriptive 
material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms of 
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patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 
1983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to include the inkjet cartridge data because such data 
does not functionally relate to the steps in the method claimed and because the 
subjective interpretation of the data does not patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention. 

As per claim 25: 

Leon discloses the claimed invention except for wherein the inputting step 
comprises inputting initialization data with the chip card. 

However, Leon does disclose an input element that is coupled to an input circuit 
for initiating an action. Col. 37, lines 46-67. 

Vu teaches that it is known in the art to provide wherein the inputting step 
comprises inputting initialization data with the chip card. Col. 4, lines 20-50, 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the input element of Leon with a wherein the inputting 
step comprises inputting initialization data with the chip card of Vu, in order to provide 
flexibility in the use of the mailing machine. 
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As per claim 26: 

Leon does not expressly show wherein a data input of extra data includes inkjet 
cartridge data and the data are stored in a non-volatile memory externally of the 
security module. 

However these differences are only found in the nonfunctional descriptive 
material and are not functionally involved in the steps recited. The wherein a data input 
of extra data includes inkjet cartridge data and the data are stored in a non-volatile 
memory externally of the security module steps would be performed the same 
regardless of the data. Thus, this descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed 
invention from the prior art in terms of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 
1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 
1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to include the wherein a data input of extra data 
includes inkjet cartridge data and the data are stored in a non-volatile memory 
externally of the security module because such data does not functionally relate to the 
steps in the method claimed and because the subjective interpretation of the data does 
not patentably distinguish the claimed invention. 
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As per claim 27: 
Leon further discloses: 

which comprises interrogating the authorization device before and during the 
initialization of the mailing machine with predetermined INIT data. Fig. 6A. 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel L. Greene whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5539. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thur. 8am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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